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This 1s an unusual entry into a dis-cus-sion on the lim-its of patient empowerment. ML TOPICS

About this Blog In late Decem-ber theTimes ran a story, begin-ning on its front page, about a por-trait in the Sewdceegry 53]

bout ML Met-ro-pol-i-tan Museum of Art by Diego Veldzquez, the 17th Cen-tury Span-ish painter. The

about the Author news was that the tall rep-re-sen-ta-tion of the teenage “iPrince Philip IV would be back on Essential Lessons
dis-play in the Euro-pean paint-ings gal-leries after a 16-month clean-ing, restora-tion and re- Il Back to Basics
evaluation of the work. And, in case you weren't up on your art his-tory news - the paint-ing Checkiist and Future Culture
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was a gift of Ben-jamin Alt-man (that would be B. Alt-man, as in the

depart-ment storeof my child-hood...). The 7-foot por-trait was con-sid-
Recent Posts ered a true mas-ter-piece for hun-dreds of years, its authen-tic-ity sup- .
ported by a receipt signed by Veldzquez and dated Dec. 4, 1624. Accord- I Hennetta peak
ing to the Times now, in 1973 experts at the museum for-mally revised their I How to Avoid Death in the
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the Value of Expertise opin-ion of the paint-ing; they down-rated it, say-ing it's a prod-uct of 1cv
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